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Georgia Homeowner's Fence Buyer's 
Guide 

A practical, no-pressure guide to choosing the right fence and avoiding common permitting / HOA 

mistakes. 

By Same Day Fence Company 

Serving Metro Atlanta, North Georgia, and surrounding areas 

 

Important: Fence rules in Georgia are set mostly by your city or county (and your HOA), not statewide. 

This guide is educational and not legal advice. 

 

How to use this guide 
• Start with your goal (privacy, pets/kids, pool safety, curb appeal, security, deer/wildlife). 

• Confirm your jurisdiction (city limits vs unincorporated county) and HOA rules before you pick a 

style. 

• Plan the layout with property lines, easements, and gates in mind. 

• Call 811 before digging - then install, inspect, and maintain. 

Quick decisions that make the biggest difference 

• Where will the fence sit? Front/street yard rules are often stricter than side/rear yards. 

• What must the fence do? Contain a dog? Block visibility? Meet pool-barrier safety needs? 

• Do you need a permit or HOA approval? Many problems come from skipping this step. 

• How many gates and how wide? Gates are the #1 place fences fail if not built correctly. 
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Choosing the right fence type 
Use this as a quick match between your goal, your yard, and the look you want. 

Fence type Best for Notes for Georgia homeowners 
Wood privacy Privacy, classic look, pets Great backyard option. Consider 

stain/seal for longevity. Plan gates 
early. 

Picket / decorative Front-yard curb appeal Often a good fit where street-yard 
rules prefer open fencing. 

Chain link Big yards, pets, visibility Check street/front-yard restrictions 
in your city/HOA. Black coating can 
look cleaner. 

Aluminum Pools, curb appeal, low 
maintenance 

Popular pool-friendly choice. Keeps 
sightlines while providing a secure 
barrier. 

Ornamental steel Premium look + strength Excellent for security and 
automation-ready gates. 

Vinyl Low maintenance privacy Clean look. Confirm HOA 
style/color rules. 

Farm / deer / woven wire Acreage, wildlife control Confirm local height allowances 
and gate planning for access and 
equipment. 

 

Front yard vs side/rear yard: design tips 

• Front/street-facing yards often require shorter and more open designs (check your jurisdiction and 

HOA). 

• Corner lots can have visibility rules near intersections and driveways - placement and height may be 

limited. 

• Match the fence style to the home: pickets/aluminum for curb appeal; privacy styles for backyards. 

Gates and access: plan these first 

• Decide on gate count and width before layout. Drive gates need stronger posts and bracing. 

• If you may automate later, build the posts and gate frame to handle an operator now. 

• For sloped driveways or tight spaces, rolling/cantilever gates can work better than swing gates. 

Approvals, layout, and safety (the parts that prevent headaches) 

1) Confirm approvals (city/county + HOA) 

• Verify whether your property is inside city limits or in unincorporated county - rules can differ even 

with the same mailing address. 

• Check if your HOA requires architectural approval (often yes). If a permit is required, submit a simple 

site plan showing fence line and gates. 
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2) Protect your property line and avoid easements/ROW 

• Use a recent survey/plat when possible - old fences are not always on the property line. 

• Avoid utility easements and public right-of-way. If unsure, ask before building; removal later is 

expensive. 

• For shared boundaries, consider placing the fence just inside your line to reduce disputes. 

3) Call 811 before digging 

• Submit a Georgia 811 locate request before any post holes. Wait for markings before digging. 

• Marked lines reduce risk of hitting gas, power, water, or communications lines. 

4) Pool fencing (high level) 

• Expect minimum barrier height requirements and limits on openings/gaps (confirm locally). 

• Pool gates typically must be self-closing and self-latching; hardware and gate swing matter. 

• Treat pool fencing as a safety system - it is commonly inspected as part of permitting. 

5) Hiring a fence contractor: questions worth asking 

• Can you show the exact fence style, height, posts, and gate framing in the written scope? 

• Who handles removal/haul-off, cleanup, and utility locate coordination? 

• What warranty is provided and what actions could void it? 

• Can you provide a Certificate of Insurance (COI) if requested by an HOA or property manager? 

6) Maintenance basics for Georgia weather 

• Keep soil/mulch from piling against wood boards; improve drainage where water sits. 

• Check gate alignment and latches seasonally - gates move with heat and moisture changes. 

• Ask about stain/seal timing for wood to maximize lifespan. 
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Fence Planning Checklist (printable) 

Before you buy 

 Confirm jurisdiction (city limits vs unincorporated county). 

 Review HOA fence rules and get approval if required. 

 Locate property lines, easements, and right-of-way (survey/plat 

recommended). 

 Confirm front/side/rear yard height and material rules for your address. 

 Choose fence purpose and style; decide gate count/width and locations. 

Before installation 

 Finalize a layout plan (start/stop points, tie-ins, gates). 

 Submit permit/site plan if required (and keep approval records). 

 Call 811 and wait for markings before digging. 

 Clear the fence line (brush, debris) and discuss any grade/drainage concerns. 

Final walkthrough 

 Confirm gates swing correctly and latch securely; lock locations make sense. 

 Verify straight lines, clean post tops, and consistent spacing. 

 Confirm cleanup/haul-off is complete and you understand warranty coverage. 

 If a pool barrier, verify self-closing/self-latching function every time. 

 

Need help choosing the right fence for your home? 

Call Same Day Fence Company at 770-852-0853 or request a quote online. 
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